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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 151195 

DURBAN FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SFPGOV 

SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT OF NEW YORK TIMES AND WASHINGTON POST 
ARTICLES ON SOUTH AFRICA 

REF: (A) STATE 149967, (B) STATE 149723 

1 . WE HAVE REPEATED TO YOU IN DURBAN REFTELS TRANSMITTING 
NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE JUNE 26 BY JOHN BURNS AND WASHING- 
TON POST ARTICLE JUNE 27 BY DAVID OTTAWAY. BURDEN OF BOTH 
ARTICLES IS THAT THERE IS GREAT FERMENT IN AFRIKANERDOM 
OVER THE FUTURE OF SOUTH AFRICA, AND THAT SERIOUS SPLITS 
ARE DEVELOPING IN THE NATIONAL PARTY. WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
YOUR BRIEF ASSESSMENT BY 9:00 A.M. TOMORROW, (JUNE 30) 

WASHINGTON TIME OF BOTH ARTICLES. INFORMATION COULD BE 
VERY USEFUL FOR INTERAGENCY MEETING SAME DAY. 

2. IN PARTICULAR, WE BELIEVE THE OTTAWAY ARGUMENT THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 151195 

THERE ARE DISTINCT WINGS WITHIN THE NATIONAL PARTY, DIVIDED 
ALONG VERLIGTE VS VERKRAMPTE LINES, IS OVERDRAWN. WE 
QUESTION IN LIGHT REACTION TO KOORNHOF SPEECH IF LEADER- 
SHIP OF THE NP IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN TRYING TO TURN THE 
PARTY TOWARDS A NEW FUTURE FOR SOUTH AFRICA. WE ALSO 

WONDER IF BOTH ARTICLES DO NOT GIVE A WRONG IMPRESSION 
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OF THE DEGREE OF WILLINGNESS TO ADOPT MORE LIBERAL 
POLICIES FOR SOUTH AFRICA ON THE PART OF MOST VERLIGTES. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS ON THE LIMITS TO THEIR 
FLEXIBILITY, AS WELL AS ON THE OTHER ASPECTS MENTIONED 
ABOVE. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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